
Day 1.  Ginza distr ict  of  Tokyo!  Ever yone had umbrel las but us.
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Cousin Fumi and lake with huge l i l l ies  in the Asakusa distr ict .



Yea,  i t  was humid and warm in October.



The Asakusa Temple Gate,  st i l l  day 1.



The Pagoda at  the Asakusa Temple.



The Asakusa Temple,  a  shor t  walk once inside the gate.



Day 2.  I tal ian lunch after  the memorial  ser vice for  Kei-san.



View of  the Sumida River from our 32nd f loor hotel  room.



Train station bento box on the way to Nik ko.



Onsen (hot spring hotel)  map at  Lake Chuzenji  above Nik ko.



Preparing for  the hot spring wearing Yuk ata and coat.



Hee -ya!



Ready for  the hot spring.  Thanks to Yao and Fumi!



Day 4.  Heading across the street to the OOCL lake house.



Getting ready to hike near Lake Chuzenji .



The fal l  colors were just  gett ing going.



Over a lake at  the star t  of  our hike.



Fal ls  coming from the trai lhead lake.



We had beautiful  weather this  day.



The f irst  of  hundreds of  school  chi ldren.



Most of  the hike was on a board walk trai l .



The l ight was nice in the woods.



Some fal l  color.



Smaller  water fal l  on our hike.



Kids of  the fr iendly Yoshino family we hiked with.



More fal l  color!



Deer eating pond weeds at  our lunch spot.



There were no mosquitos even with the standing water.



Big dragon f ly



Beautiful  meadows along the hike.



The bus down the hi l l  with al l  jump seats f i l led!



Deva guardian warding off  evi l  in the Nik ko temple 
grounds.



More Deva.  Jason is  frozen by their  power!



Water for  purifying your hands and r insing your mouth.



The path leading to the Tosho-gu Shrine.



Temple gate



Hear no. . .



. . .speak no. . .



. . .see no evi l !



Tori i  gate



Detai l  of  a  temple gate



1650 pagoda,  restored in 1818.  I t  self  balances in 
ear thquakes.



Internet access inside the OOCL house after  a  long day!



Hiraishi-san's  tasty tradit ional  dinner.



Beautiful  morning on Lake Chuzenji ,  day 5.



This is  the OOCL house's  pier.



The frost  was melt ing quick ly in the sun.



Brrr !  Jason didn' t  real ize it  was frosty!



Super fast  jet  boat.  Actual ly,  pedal  powered.  And broken.



OOCL house



Steep bus r ide down to Nik ko.  Three levels  are vis ible.



Yellow paths with embedded chips for  the bl ind lead to 
stations
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